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September/October 2020 Newsletter

Williams Soil & Water
Conservation District

Mission Statement

Provide education and services that will improve the stewardship and management of our soil, air, water,
plant and animal resources.

About us
The Williams Soil and Water Conservation District was established in 1947 and is locally led by a volunteer, eleThe =
Williams Soil and Water Conservation District was established in 1947 and is locally led by a volunteer, elected 5-mem- Technical
ber board who serve three-year terms. The 2020 Board of Supervisor members are Bob Short, Kevin Miller, Jon Hake, Assistance
Otis Sloan, and Adam Perry. The overall mission of Williams SWCD is to promote the use of local natural resources

for economic purposes, including agriculture, in a sustainable manner that also protects the environment. The Williams
SWCD helps residents, landowners, businesses, and communities use, conserve, and protect the county’s soil, water, and
land resources. The staff includes Chris Dancer, District Administrator; Bert Brown, District Technician; Anne Marie
Michaels, Outreach & Education Coordinator; Manuel Lay, District Technician; Mary McCann, Administrative Assis-
tant; Josh Imber, District Technician/H20hio Program, and Reba Wicker, WLEB Nutrient Management Technician.

The Williams SWCD each year assists landowners in placing conservation practices onto their land, renting till-
age equipment, educating adults and children by holding workshops and teaching in the schools, holding the annual
tree seedling and fish sale, hosting a pond clinic and annual Field Technology Day, helping with the Maple Syrup
Festival, along with many other services. Board meetings are held the second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
except for the following: October and November which will be October 13 and November 9 at 7:00 p.m. If you
would like to attend a meeting, please call ahead to be placed on the agenda.

We can come out to your
farm or property and aid in
the development of an en-
gineering plan for practices
such as grassed waterways,
tile, water control structures,
erosion concerns, wetlands,
and manure storage. SWCD
staff will survey and develop
a design to best aid your situ-
ation which is free of charge
and is available regardless if
the project is being done on
your own or going through
an NRCS or FSA program.
Contact Manuel Lay, District
Technician.

CALENDAR

Sept. 14 — Williams SWCD Board
Meeting 6:00 p.m., Meeting Room, Bryan

Oct. 13 — Williams SWCD Board
Meeting 6:00 p.m., Location to be announced

Nov. 9 — Williams SWCD  Open Vision Statement
House & Election
A leader in the community providing assistance to improve our land and water
resources through educational programs, technical services and innovative prac-

tices to promote harmony among a diverse population.

Help Us Welcome Josh Imber

The Williams
SWCD is pleased to
announce that Josh
Imber has joined our

Nov. 9 — Williams SWCD Board
Meeting 7:00 p.m.

WE ARE
MOVING!

The Williams Soil
& Water Conservation

through the Williams SWCD office.
Josh grew up in Defiance County

where he continues to help his dad

plant food plots and small acreages

has a degree in natural resources and
wildlife management. One of his areas
of expertise is in plant identification of
grasses, trees, weeds and forbs. In his

District is excited to || staff as the H20- of beans and corn. Starting at a young previous position Josh helped manage | Visit & Vote at
announce that we will | | hio Coordinator and age he worked on a dairy farm and ex- a 10,000-acre wildlife area where he the SWCD O
be moving to a new || | District Technician. cavating crew then transitioned to a assisted in managing wetlands, grass- e pen

location sometime in House & Election

October. Our new ad-
dress will be 11246
State Route 15 in
Montpelier (which was
formerly the Enrich-
ment Center). Our new
location will be cen-
trally located in the
county and has plenty
of room to hold work-

Josh will be handling
the H20Ohio program
along with helping
Manuel Lay with en-
gineering and Bert
Brown with moving
equipment. He will also oversee the im-
plementation of future programs offered

grain co-op in Defiance County. Josh
stated that he “was able to see both the
natural resources side and the farming
side and always had a passion of try-
ing to teach people how they can to do
both on their properties for the long-
term benefit”.

Josh attended Hocking College and

lands, and timber. In that position he
planted 500 — 700 acres of small grains
and wildlife food plots annually.

Josh lives in Stryker with his wife,
Abby, and 3-year old daughter Brielle.
In his spare time, he enjoys outdoor ac-
tivities including hunting, fishing, boat-
ing, and habitat management.

Josh Imber
H20hio Coordnator/
District Technician

You are invited to the Wil-
liams Soil and Water Conser-
vation District’s (SWCD) An-
nual Open House and Board
of Supervisors Election.

The Williams SWCD
Open House and Election
will be held Monday, Novem-
ber 9, from 3:00 p.m. to 6:30

Williams SWCD Election Rules & Supervisor Nominees

shops and events. p-m. in the Williams SWCD
Our phone number will The Ohio Soil the Williams SWCD office at 1120 West | Meeting Room at our new
stay the same — 419- | and Water Conser- High Street, Bryan (until we move), by | location at 11246 State Route
636-9395. During § | vation ~ Commission calling 419-636-9395, or email at con- | 15, Montpelier.

will cause an election
of Supervisors of the
Williams Soil and &
Water  Conservation
District (SWCD) to
be held in accordance

the month of October,
please call ahead to
verify we have moved
to our new location.
An Open House is
planned for Monday,

tact@williamsswcd.org. Absentee ballot
applications and election ballots must be
received by the Williams SWCD office
by 6:30 p.m. on November 9, 2020.

2.) At the Williams SWCD new of-
fice location at 11246 State Route 15,

You can also vote by ab-
sentee ballot starting Septem-
ber 27. Please see related arti-
cle in this newsletter.

The Open House will fea-
ture the election of two Wil-

November 9, from J| | with Chapter 940 of the ,{lg:]?n ;ake I’\.‘ggag eReese :: rd:)n Bob Montpelier, from October 27 until No- | liams SWCD  Supervisors.
3:00 p.m. to 6:30}| Ohio Revised Code. Nor:i|;1 oo vember 9 during normal business hours | Candidates in this year’s spe-
p.m. The Red Cross Individuals who own I I I (800 a.m. to 4:30 pm), or cial election are: Jon Hake,

blood drive and Har- and Berdon
vest Market will also
continue to be held at
this location! We look
forward to seeing and

working with everyone

or occupy land within
the Williams Soil and Water Conservation
District and are 18 years of age or older
may vote for Supervisor.

This year two Supervisors will be
elected to the Williams SWCD Board for

representing a corporation, partnership,
association, or other entity registered with
the Ohio Secretary of State or owner,
firm, lessee, renter, or tenant of Williams
County but can only vote once regardless
of the number of parcels owned, leases,

3.) At the Williams SWCD Open
House, which will take place at the
Williams SWCD office at our new lo-
cation of 11246 State Route 15, Mont-
pelier, on November 9 from 3:00 p.m.
to 6:30 p.m.

Logan Reese,
‘Bob’ Short.
During the Open House,
the recipient of the Out-
standing Cooperator Award
will be announced. Sand-

on State Route 15!! a three-year term commencing January 1, or properties rented and shall be 18 years If you would like more information | wiches and refreshments
2021. The nominees are: Jon Hake,Logan  of age and own or occupy land within the  about the rules governing the election | will also be served.
Reese, and Berdon ‘Bob’ Short. Please boundaries of Williams County. process, please contact the Williams The Williams SWCD

call the office if you would like to receive
the biographies for the candidates.

An eligible voter is a resident of Wil-
liams County or an applicant who owns
or occupies land within Williams County

Annual Mllkweed Pod Collection

It’s that time again! Due to

There are three ways an eligible vot-
er can cast a ballot:

1.) Voting absentee from September
27 until November 9, by requesting the
ballot application and election ballot from

SWCD office at 419-636-9395 or stop
in to vote at 1120 West High Street, Bry-
an, or after we move to our new location
or beginning October 27 at 11246 State
Route 15, Montpelier.

Board and Staff invite you to
come together to cast your
vote with people who have the
mutual interest of conserving
our land and water for those
who live beyond us! We hope
to see you at this year’s Wil-
liams SWCD Open House AT
OUR NEW LOCATION as we
commemorate 73 years of con-

EQUIPMENT TO
RENT

The Williams SWCD

milkweed can cause irritation to develop; keep the pods in

has available to rent for
seeding cover crops or
winter wheat: a Salford
RTS vertical tillage tool
equipped with a Gandy air
seeder, tractor, and Wil-
liams SWCD operator, two
15> John Deere 1590 no-
till drills (7.5” & 10” row
spacing), and a Krause
Landsaver chisel plow.
Call Bert Brown at 419-
636-9395 for rental infor-
mation, questions, and to
get your name on the fall
schedule.

the decline in monarch butterfly
(Danaus plexippus) populations,
the Ohio Pollinator Habitat Ini-
tiative (OPHI) and local Soil &
Water Conservation Districts are
again seeking public involve-
ment to collect common milk-
weed (Asclepias syriaca) seed
pods from established plants
September 1 through October
30. Milkweed is the only host
plant for the Monarch butterfly
for egg laying and caterpillar
rearing. It also serves as a food
source for monarchs as well as
many other pollinator species.

Tips for collecting pods:

*Become familiar with the
common milkweed to avoid har-
vesting pods from similar plants
such as hemp dogbane and
swamp milkweed.

*Wear disposable gloves
when picking and handling
pods and wash your hands af-
terwards — the ‘milk’ from the

to your skin and do not rub
your eyes.

oIt is best to collect the pods
when they are dry, grey, or
brown. If the center seam pops
with gentle pressure, they can be
picked. The seeds in green pods
will not be viable and won’t be
able to be used. Place a small
rubber band around the green
pod until it dries to protect it
from bugs. Be patient and don’t
collect too soon!

eStore the pods in paper
bags; plastic bags collect un-
wanted moisture causing mold

a cool, dry area until you can
deliver them to the Williams
County Soil and Water Conser-
vation District (SWCD) at 1120
West High Street in Bryan un-
til we move. After we move to
our new location sometime in
October, the pods can be taken
to 11246 State Route 15, Mont-
pelier. Please call ahead to see
where we will be.

For more information on
OPHI visit the OPHI website
at www.ophi.info or contact the
Williams SWCD office at 419-
636-9395. Thank you!

servation. For more informa-
tion, please call the Williams
SWCD at 419-636-9395. The
office is located at 11246 State
Route 15, Montpelier.

All Williams SWCD, ODA, USDA
& OSU programs, services, and
assistance are offered on a nondis-
criminatory basis without regard
to race, color, age, national origin,
sex, gender identity or expression,
disability, religion, marital status,
sexual orientation, handicap, or
veteran status.
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Bryan, OH 43506 williams.osu.edu than 100 years. 3
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11246 State Route 15, Montpelier, Ohio 43543
419-636-9395ext.3 « www.williamsswcd.org

205 West Bement Street, PO Box 626, Bryan, OH
419-636-6304

Visit us online at www.daavlin.com

Ney il
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF FOOD, AGRICULTURAL,

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Stryker Farmers Exchange
West St., Stryker, Ohio
419-682-3251

www.strykerfarmers.com
Animal Feeds & Farm Seeds
We Offer Complete Grain Marketing Service
Visit Us At www.strykerfarmers.com

ST. JOHN’S TIRE, INC

LOCAL TRUCK & TRAILER RENTAL

« WHEEL « BALANCING « TUNE-UP
« ALIGNMENT « MUFFLERS « BRAKES
+ SHOCKS - OIL & LUBRICATION

419-636-5392

1020 West High St. Bryan, OH 43506

Dean Farms

cover crop sales and service

419-636-5544

Ney, OH
800-962-9839
unitedoilcorp.com
Division of United Oil

Jewell Grain Go.

Okolona
419-758-3513

Ney
419-658-2319

Jewell
419-497-2101

@ consauparee
* GRAIN AND BARGE CO.

11859 Krouse Road, Defiance, Ohio 43512
419-785-1940
WWW.CGBGRAIN.COM

EDON FARMERS

ELGIN SERVICE CENTER
PIONEER, LLC

14093 Co. Rd. N-65
Pioneer, OH 43554

419-485-8593

€352 =) www.kbuildings.com <Sukup>

Edgerton
419-298-2317  Yourfamily of country stores
Fertilizer Plant Serving you in your community.
419-272-2415

Montpelier
419-485-3117
Edon
419-272-2121




